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Stealth fighter 

Not quite invisible 

~s the CQ't't:H Survivable lu+Weuth..:r Rc­
COOtlaiss.ance Serike Airc:ntfl, nic:kmum.:d 
"llte Flying Hc()g.chug". But strive as 
the}• nmy, the damn thing keeps popping 
up again. 

On July 12th somerhms crashed i n the 
Se.quoia National For~L in California, 
M:.lrring a big brush tire and kiltit1g the 
pilot. Because th-e ait force sealed oCf u 
large area of fott$t, ~a\•e no inConmuion 
omd banned ch•ilian nights any lower than 
8.500 feet :.bow: the site of the Cnl$h. the 
pres~ a~sumerl the ohvious: rhe ai rcr.:lft 
th:u hnci crashed was .an I·· I'' on ::. ttst 
fli&ht at night, .so heavily l3den with 
intricate new equipment o.s to be unstable 
and awkwMd to manoeu\'re. Nobody. ot' 
course, has confirme.d that, but nobody 
bas denjtd it either. 

Not long afcer this. Mr John Oiftgell, a 
~ self-appointed scourge of secret Pentagon 

progratn!lltS, iuiriattd a SC.-ics of t."(m!VC S• 

sional hearings <&bout Ute lo:-.-, uf murc 
thao J ,000 sct..-rct tlncumcnto;-zdl nf 
lhcrn , acoording w his sources, conc~rn­

iug the Stcnhh rightcr-lrom Lod:.hcc<.l's 
Californilj ain.~r:.tft pl:mt. Witncs.o;c.'\ at rhe 
hearings s.1id thar S1eahh hluepnnls h:'ld 
been spiri1ed om of the plnnr before: in 

'" 
" 

1983 ;u~ e mployee took some out. rolled 
in a newspaper, and showed them to his 
ex-wife, and his gil'lfricnd. who lah:l' lc· 
po11t:d him. But while witncssc~ ami 
I."(JngrC))I11cn tulkc<.l freely aOOut thc 1:- 1'~. 
rtad Ou l description~ vf it and even h~n<J. 
ed models rouud. the Pcnl<ttton ~pokes· 
ruan keJJt to Iris lin&:.. TI:K: fighh:r ditJ not 
exist . 

~'lore substantial e\·ickncc w"-s, how~ 
;ver. soon to hand in the rocm o( uu 
, ide in the lVa.shill):fQII Pu~·t or Augu~t 

_.:Znd. Thi) Stated c.at~goricully tlutt there 

In the world's most open socjc:ty , pity 
tho.«: wbo have 10 keep sc.:t~t:,. l11c 
fJc(enct Department, tit( air run.'C and 
lhe L.ocl.:heed Co•VOH&tivn ha"·c been 
1ryinc hard for the, pasl few )'CUI"'!o lu f.lcny 
1he e~istence of the S1e:llth fi~htcr. o ther-
wise known as the ~<'·I?, olhC't'Wi!<tc knuwn Out of the box 

were about 50 Stealth fighters afre:.trl)' 
built and ready f<fT comhat, 11ining in 
sheets in 1hc cte~n near Tonopah, Nev~. 
da (nn "" air hal'e that does not exis1 
tither. according to maps). They .:tre 
1\own •• nighrby members of the oir force 
tadic.al air oommand, and are CMried 
(lOIII VIUCC lu place HI C·:'l cargo •urcratL 
l11c air force originally wan(ed I 00 of 
them, bUl thC)' arc s;o ex(lCn~i\'e 1ha1 ir 
will prnhahly ~eulc fnr 50, anct the rro· 
~~ anunc ..:an be t.Vns.idcrcd completed. 
Completed before it hod even bc~un, 
:tC('Ording ro some. 

To RcprC"scouuiv~ Di'IKcll, aud othc,s, 
1he ~.;.-r~..-cy ultcuding StcJhh is merely ~ 
means to spe~td hugt sums of mom.:r 
(each Steahh fil(.htel has lx:cn cscirnutc<.l 
10 c-ost a~Oul SIOOm) without account· 
at.>ilit)' to Cungrc~. The Stealth fighter 
might never ha\'C been 1to secret if 1"tr 
Jimmy C:trtcr, whn nrdc rcd it a~ a re· 
placement (nr lhc R·l bomber in 1977, had 
rcm:lined president; lh('. "b1a<'king" h~s 
come from t he Reagan :utmini&rr:u i ~;ul. 

which has dns.~ifitd somt 8,000 military 
projeeas. Parts of the Ste.ahh programme 
(1hc bomber, being de•·eloped by Nor­
throp. and the Ad\·aoced Cruise Missile. 
bei11g develo~d b)• Genefal Dynamil.."S) 
;ue admitted by the air Cotcc, ;tntl their 
lll:.tkcts, to exist, though th3t is a.~ f:ir a~ 
the infctrm;uinn goc.s.. And rechnir...:H and 
tratJc journal;; have hcen rt vealing bits 
30d pieces about the Steallh fighter for 
)'(;ars. So much so, 1hat an e:merpri~tng 
modd-m:tker has proclu(".t.d a kit for sale 
in the shops. lhe same kic tiJ;tl wm; 
di:)pla)·cd ul the hcacings in Cungrc~. II is 
!>CUing cspcc.:iaJir well amCJng acrnsp:tcc 
wurkcrs in .10uuchcrn C'..otlifomi~. Now. 
whal ooultl he rhe reason_ for that? 

26 1llf2 tCONOt.IJST I\UCU$T~O I?M 


